
 
 

Ending Violence Against Women and Girls Globally: 
A Five-Part Action Plan 

 
For the last six years Futures Without Violence has co-chaired a coalition of more than 200 organizations and 
individuals working to end violence against women and girls globally.  In 2007, we were successful in demanding that 
out government make its first contribution to the United Nations Trust Fund to End Violence Against Women. 
 
More recently we’ve worked to develop the International Violence Against Women Act, landmark legislation that 
passed the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in December 2010.  Although Congress adjourned before the bill 
could pass the House of Representatives or full Senate, Members of Congress are gearing up to reintroduce the bill in 
2012. Importantly, the Obama Administration has also begun to implement core elements of the legislation, as 
recommended by Futures Without Violence and our coalition leadership team.  
 
After years of research and listening to leaders in the foreign policy community and women on the ground in the 
developing world, we have identified 5 KEY ACTIONS that the U.S. government should take to start turning the tide 
on what may be the greatest human rights violation going on today—the raping, beating and killing of more than a 
third of the world’s women and girls. We are pleased to say that we have made progress in holding our policymakers 
accountable, however much work remains to be done!  
 
Here are the key items in our action agenda as well as what has been accomplished to date: 
 
 Appoint Senior Level Advisor at U.S. State Department to advise Secretary of State and 

increase focus across bureaus on reducing GBV. 
   April 2009 – Melanne Verveer appointed Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women’s Issues. 
  

Appoint Senior Level Director at the U.S. Agency for International Development to help 
ensure that our assistance to other countries better meets the needs of women and girls and 
that programs to prevent and respond to GBV are incorporated into existing aid programs. 
May 2011 – Carla Koppell appointed Senior Coordinator for the new Office of Gender 
Equality and Women's Empowerment. 

 
Require the U.S. government to act to prevent and respond to violence against women in 
humanitarian crisis and conflict settings, such as the horrific sexual violence taking place in 
Haiti after the earthquake or the Democratic Republic of Congo over years of fighting. 
December 2011 – U.S. National Action Plan on Women, Peace, and Security unveiled.   
 
Develop coordinated national strategy to reduce violence against women and girls 
internationally, beginning in a few selected countries.  Bring together multiple sectors for a 
comprehensive response, including health, education, judicial and police  
response, mass media and social norm change campaigns. Include detailed evaluation. 
 
Provide funding to implement the national strategy, beginning with a few pilot countries. 
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