
SAMPLE LETTER TO CALIFORNIA’S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 
(on your letterhead) 
 
February 24, 2010 
 
Dear California Congressional Leaders,  
 
As Congress continues the work of rebuilding the American economy and increasing employment, I am 
writing to ask you to include an extension of two critical ARRA provisions, TANF ECF and FMAP. 
These two provisions from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) have been 
critical in maintaining and creating tens of thousands of job in California, reducing the need for 
devastating state budget cuts, and lessening hardship for California families in these tough economic 
times.  Time is of the essence because our State, like many other states, continues to face large deficits 
that will require action in the coming months. I urge you to include these two extensions in upcoming 
UI/COBRA extension legislation or other legislation that is likely to reach the President’s desk soon.   
 

• The Temporary Assistance to Needy Families’ Emergency Contingency Fund (TANF ECF) 
needs to be extended and expanded, to allow one of the most successful ARRA job creation 
investments to continue.  TANF ECF creates jobs by paying 80% of the wages for workers in 
needy families with federal funds.  California is leading the way nationwide by creating 
thousands of jobs:  Counties across the State are expanding their subsidized jobs program and 
planning to hire thousands more in 2010.  However, if there is not an extension before May, they 
will have to stop creating new positions.  I was very pleased to see the President include an 
extension of TANF ECF in the budget, with a 100 percent reimbursement rate for subsidized 
employment, as well as Senators Feinstein’s and Boxer’s recent letters of support for extending 
TANF ECF. 
 

• We also urge you to include a six-month extension of the enhanced federal match for Medicaid’s 
Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP).   These federal funds will allow California to 
continue to serve the growing health-care needs of low-income residents and the newly 
unemployed.  What’s more, the short-term FMAP extension will help the State and our economy 
as we continue to recover from the recession, by protecting against state budget actions in 2010-
11 that would further weaken the economy and result in significant jobs losses.  Governor 
Schwarzenegger, and 33 other Governors, also have called for an urgent FMAP extension. 

 
California has already taken painful steps to balance our budget. Like most states, we have enacted deep 
cuts to education, health care, cash assistance programs, and other core human services. Governor 
Schwarzenegger’s January Budget proposes closing the remaining gap by further cutting -- or even 
eliminating -- entire safety-net programs, if additional federal assistance is not provided. 
 
Budget cuts not only affect vulnerable families, but also slow the economy and worsen unemployment by 
reducing overall demand.  Goldman Sachs estimated last December that the fiscal drag from state budget 
cuts and tax increases could reduce Federal GDP by 0.6% to 0.7% over the coming year.   
 
For these reasons, I am requesting that Congress immediately extend TANF ECF and FMAP.  Thank you 
for your consideration.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Name 
California State Legislature/Senate 


