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Domestic Violence Response Fund Gives $500,000 in Grants to Support
Survivors During the COVID Pandemic
Community-led Domestic Violence Shelters, Trauma Centers and Support Organizations receive critical
funding from The Allstate Foundation and Futures Without Violence to combat the “Shadow Pandemic”
of domestic and sexual violence during the COVID crisis
SAN FRANCISCO -- The Domestic Violence Response Fund (DVRF) - established by a half-milliondollar donation from The Allstate Foundation – was created in partnership with Futures Without Violence
and directly supports domestic violence survivors impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic with critical
resources, shelter, and nearby crisis center programming. The major investment in domestic violence
relief comes at a pivotal time for survivors as the pandemic continues to jeopardize the lives of millions of
women, children, and those most vulnerable to violence who have been sheltering in place with abusers as
a result of COVID-19. The innovative crowd-sourced fundraiser, powered by GoFundMe was launched
with support from Nicole Kidman and founding donor The Allstate Foundation, in collaboration with
Amy Poehler’s Smart Girls, to help survivors to heal and to rebuild their lives following abuse during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
In 2020, The Allstate Foundation granted nearly $5M to domestic violence organizations, including more
than $1.5M in emergency grants that helped front-line advocates respond to the COVID-19 crisis. "The
pandemic has intensified the need for critical domestic violence resources for both survivors and the
organizations that serve them," said Francie Schnipke Richards, vice president of social responsibility and
The Allstate Foundation. “We've been passionate in our efforts to end domestic violence, and this
donation aims to empower survivors, prevent further abuse and help stop the cycle of violence."
“Our shared pledge to ensure safety, health, and justice has never been more necessary — or more
urgent,” said Esta Soler, President of Futures Without Violence. “Experts across the globe are confirming
the second wave of the domestic violence “shadow pandemic” is only getting worse. Grants from the
Domestic Violence Response Fund will provide desperately needed resources to experts on the ground,
trusted by the community, who can and will help survivors find safety and start over after abuse.”
“These local domestic violence organizations are heroes themselves,” said Karma Cottman, the executive
director of Ujima: The National Center on Violence Against Women in the Black Community and DVRF
grant recipient. “As the pandemic continues to pose serious health risks, these organizations are going out

with masks and gloves, taking survivors to the doctor, providing food support, removing them from
emergency situations in the middle of the night-- there was no interruption in services.”
The majority of the funding will go to direct-service organizations that are specifically addressing the
disproportionate impact of domestic and sexual violence experienced by Black, Indigenous, and survivors
of color. The organizations receiving grants are actively reaching and serving survivors in an effort to
help them seek safety, justice, and healing so that they can rebuild their emotional and financial lives.
“It is critical that support services are culturally-specific, especially when they are addressing intimate
partner violence,” said Karma Cottman, the executive director of Ujima: The National Center on Violence
Against Women in the Black Community and DVRF grant recipient. “The organizations receiving
funding from the Domestic Violence Response Fund are run by and for the communities we serve. This
allows us to not only provide emergency relief but also build trust with survivors -- an essential
component to healing.”
For more information on the Domestic Violence Response Fund and a full list of grantees, go to
https://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/domestic-violence-response-fund.
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