
 

 
 

 

Domestic Violence and Guns: The Facts 
 
The presence of a firearm in a home with domestic violence can transform abuse into homicide 
in a fraction of a second. Firearms and domestic violence are a lethal combination – injuring and 
killing women, children, and bystanders every day in the United States.  
 
 
The U.S. and Guns 
 

 On an average day, 93 Americans are killed with firearms.1 
 

 There are nearly 12,000 gun homicides every year.2 
 

 A gun in the home makes the likelihood of homicide three times higher, suicide up to five 
higher, and accidental death four times higher than in non-gun owning homes.3 

 
 
Guns and Intimate Partner Violence  
 

 1,686 women were murdered by men in 2015. That’s more than four women every day. 
Nine out of 10 victims knew their offenders. Of these, 64% were the current partners or 
ex-wives of their killers.4 

 

 Between 2003-2014, over half (55%) of all female homicides in the U.S. for which 
circumstances were known were related to intimate partner violence. 98% of suspects in 
these cases were men.5    
 

 In an average month, 50 women are shot to death by intimate partners in the U.S.6 
 

 In more than half (54%) of mass shootings, from 2009-2016, the shooters killed intimate 
partners or other family members.7 
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 Of females killed by men with a firearm in 2015, 64% were killed by current or former 
intimate partners.8 

 

 For women physically abused by their partners, the risk of homicide increases five-fold 
when the partner owns a firearm.9 

 

 Women who are threatened or assaulted with a gun are 20 times more likely than other 
women to be murdered.10  

 

 From 1980 through 2008, two-thirds of victims murdered by a spouse or ex-spouse were 
killed by guns.11 

 
 
Guns as a Method of Control 
 

 Nearly 1 million women alive today have been shot, or shot at, by an intimate partner.12 
 

 About 4.5 million American women alive today have been threatened with a gun by an 
intimate partner.13 

 
 
Guns and the Law 
   

 Federal law requires licensed gun dealers to conduct background checks on every sale, 
yet as many as 40% of guns purchased each year are purchased with no background 
checks. A loophole in the law allows private dealers to sell guns without a license and 
allows buyers to avoid background checks.14 
 

 In states that require a background check for every handgun sale, 47% fewer women 
are shot to death by intimate partners.15 
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